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Presidents Annual Report- 2022 

This report captures activities that the Namibian Hydrogeological Association, (NHA) 

undertook during this period 2021-2022. 

The council met several times during this period, (inclusive virtual and face to face meeting), 

the meetings were well attended, and a quorum was always reached.  

The activities undertaken are as follows:  

1. The NHA AGM 

• The AGM was held on the 11 February 2022.  

• The meeting was held on both virtually and face to face, at the Scientific Society 

Hall. 

• At the AGM, the new council was elected via nominations by fellow members. 

• The council for 2022 comprises: 

 Ester Gustavo (President)  

 Diganta Sarma (Vice President) 

 Anna David (Secretary) 

 Bertram Swartz (Treasurer) 

 Abednego Shinana (ordinary member) 

 Dr. Josefina Hamutoko (Special sub-committee (Media) 

 

  



2. Women in Geoscience Night of Acknowledgement 

Ada Lovelace day is a day to celebrate the accomplishments, and contributions of women in 

the Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics (STEM). In October 2021, the NHA 

joined the international community in celebrating this day by hosting a night of 

acknowledgment for the women in Geoscience in Namibia. The event had 35 ladies in 

attendance. The event was refreshing, inspiring, and provided a networking platform for the 

ladies.  

 

 

Figure 1: Group Photo of the Women in Geoscience Dinner, 2021. 

  



3. World Water Day 2022 

The theme for the World Water Day 2022 is: “Groundwater, Making the invisible, 

visible”. Together with the Geoscience Council of Namibia, the NHA participated in a national 

campaign to bring awareness to the nation through a radio talk show that aimed at informing 

the nation about how geoscience is a part of our daily lives, in about 7 local languages. The 

NHA thus rallied hydrogeologists and hydrologists to part-take in this radio talk show, and 

subsequently made groundwater visible to the nation through topics such as Introduction to 

Hydrogeology, drilling methods, Groundwater Management and busting of groundwater 

related myths. The feedback from the public was amazing.   

4. Educational FUN Walk  

The NHA together with the NSS organised an 8 km Hydrogeological educational/fun walk 

for the general public. On Saturday 5th March 2022 members and friends of the NSS and 

NHA met in parking area in front of the Apostolic Church near City of Windhoek Municipality 

at 07h00. The aim of the walk was to show interesting hydrogeological sites around the 

eastern side of Windhoek. The walk covered Six (6) major spots, led by a few of the council 

members of the NHA. The sites included the 68°C hot-water-borehole (Pahl Quelle), a hand 

dug well at the old Grüner Kranz Hotel, the Group 3 boreholes (Maerua Mall), the exposed 

section of the Pahl Fault, the Group 5 Borehole in Klein Windhoek, and the “cherry on the 

cake” was the Managed Aquifer Recharge site, where the group was accompanied by an 

official from the Municipality of Windhoek who explained the process. 

 

Figure 2: Hydrogeological walk group photo 



5. The IAH    

An Annual National Chapter Report was submitted. From the Namibian National Chapter, 9 

individuals are members of the International Association of Hydrogeologists (IAH). The 

report further outlines, the Namibian Chapter’s general info including council members, 

website information, the local NHA memberships, the challenges faced and the planned 

activities for the year. 

6. Life Coaching 
Paramount to a work-life balance is self-awareness, knowing one’s strengths, and talents. 

Sessions with Suoma-The Life Coach were organised by the NHA, and members were able 

to, with the help of the life coach, discover their talents and get guidance on how to apply 

them in life, and work. The feedback was positive, and this remain a priority on our list. 

 

7. FORECAST 

In keeping with the work-Life balance theme, the association is planning another Women in 

Geoscience event, in Ocober 2022, focussing on how to attain work-life balance. The event 

will also see the compilation of bio-sketches (profiles) of close to 40 women in the 

geoscience. Life coaches, financial coaches, and a psychologist will grace the evening so that 

the ladies can engage with them and hopefully make individual arrangements in the pursuit 

of a work-life balance. 

And because we do not want to leave the “Aqua Men” behind, a social event is also planned 

for the end of the year for the men in hydrogeology/hydrology. 

8. Conclusion 

These activities have sparked interest in many people, and this has culminated in the growth 

of the number of paid-up members of the association. This is something to be grateful for, 

as it is a reflection that we are succeeding at promoting the study and science of 

hydrogeology and Hydrology. 

 

Your truly 

President of the NHA 

Ester Gustavo  


