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Presidents Annual Report- 2023/2024 

This report captures activities that the Namibian Hydrogeological Association, (NHA) 

undertook during this period 2023-2024. 

The council met several times during this period, (inclusive virtual and face to face meeting), 

the meetings were well attended, and a quorum was always reached.  

The activities undertaken are as follows:  

1. The NHA AGM 2024 
• The AGM was held on the 28 February 2024, virtually.  

• At the AGM, the president was re-elected, and the 2023 council members chose to 

continue with their duties. In line with the NHA succession plan and capacity building, 

the NHA continues to promote the implementation of the shadow council, aiming at a 

smoother and succession planning. 

• The council for 2024 comprises: 

 Ester Gustavo (President)  

  Dr. Josefina Hamutoko (Vice President) 

 Michael Cloete (Secretary) 

 Bertram Swartz (Treasurer) 

 Mike Ndongo (ordinary member) 

• The shadow council for 2024 comprises: 

 Gettie Shiinda (Shadow president) 

 Vacant (Shadow Vice president) 

 Vacant (Shadow Secretary) 

 Abednego Shinana (Shadow treasurer) 

 Pierre Botha (Shadow Ordinary member) 

 

  



At the end of Feb 2024, The NHA has 34 paid up members (Figure 1). Continued 

growth is celebrated. A few more members joined throughout the year. 

 

Figure 1: NHA Membership over the years. 
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2. International Association for Hydrogeologists Congress 2023 
From 17-21 September 2023 members of NHA took part in the International Association 

for Hydrogeologist Congress, which was held in Cape Town, South Africa. This was an 

opportunity to meet with global hydrogeology experts, to further the study of Hydrogeology 

(as per our objective), to network and forge new professional contacts. Meeting the iconic 

John Cherry, and the Everton De Oliveira remains one of the highlights (Figure 2).  

The field trips were an added bonus, as the City of Cape Town has been having a water crisis 

since 2016 much like the Central areas of Namibia, and visiting their Managed Aquifer 

Recharge (MAR) schemes in Atlantis brought it closer to home, not only with regards to the 

drought, but also with reference to our own MAR run by  City of Windhoek. 

A team of eight hydrogeologist from Namibian made it to the conference.  

• Two from Private sector, 

• Two from Academic sector 

• Four from public sector,  

Five of the eight presented papers, both oral and posters, others were panellists.  

NHA has fully funded a student and professional to present their work at the Congress, 

while the rest of the team had funding from various sponsors such as their respective 

employers, UNESCO and SADC - GMI. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

  

   

Figure 2: Moments at IAH Congress, Cape Town 2023



3. CAG 29  
On 26 - 29 October 2023, the 29th Major bi-annual Geology Conference (Colloquium of 

African Geology) took place in Namibia (Figure 3). Twenty-eight (28) of these conferences 

have happened previously, eighteen (18) of which happened in Europe and ten (10) in Africa. 

The 29th was the first in Southern Africa, and in Namibia. NHA has supported CAG 29 by 

being part of the Local Organizing Committee (LOC). 

 

Figure 3: CAG 29, Group picture 2023 

Taking advantage of the international audience attending the colloquium, NHA in addition, 

organized a half-day workshop for Women in Geoscience. You are aware that these 

geological careers have their challenges when it comes to women, and we are working on 

making sure the women who join the career are equipped with the skills (technical and soft) 

that allows them to thrive in the industry.  

The workshop addressed the notion: Why Women can’t have it all. To some this a question, 

to others it’s a dare, but at the end of the session we were able to conclude that women 

can have it all, just not all at the same time. Some practical ways on how to harness each 

season of their lives were shared, whether it be a corporate mom, a single woman in 

management, or a professional returning to the industry after extended maternity break.  

The workshop was attended by about 25 ladies from different stages of the careers and 

from different geosciences fields. (Figure 4 and Figure 5).  



 

Figure 4: Women in Geoscience Workshop 2023 

 

Figure 5: Workshop in session discussing the vital questions around the workshop theme. 

 



4. PUBLISHING SEMINAR 
One of the NHA’s core values is to promote technical excellence, and peer reviews is one 

of the best options to achieve this.  

Attending these international conferences has made us realise that publishing is really 

only common with the colleagues in Academia, or the older technical experts. There is 

numerous work done in different sectors, but much of the work ends with the reports 

after the project is completed. This spills out into a potential to duplicate work, instead 

of focussing on the data gaps. Our call to action was to remove the fear around 

publishing, what type of data can be published, who to publish with and what pitfalls to 

look out for especially after a conference when institutions approach you to publish your 

work. 

This is a new venture, still hard ground, but we will keep chipping at this concrete, 

because there is amazing work done locally, but there is not much to show for it other 

than unpublished reports. Assistance in this regard is welcomed, such as co-authoring to 

build confidence and drive the message of why publishing is important. We are eager to 

work with some experts.  The session was held in November 2023, about 25 people 

attended the virtual seminar (Figure 6).  

 

 

Figure 6: The Journey to publishing in a scientific journal. 

 



5. Groundwater and Wells class  
Groundwater Consulting Services (GCS) in association with Johnsons Screens were 

instrumental in helping us reach the next milestone. This was a one-day seminar, 

held on 16 November. The Johnson Screens Groundwater and Wells Class is 

targeted at water-well professionals that are engaged in the design, construction, 

operation and ownership of large-capacity water wells used in water production and 

Managed Aquifer Recharge (MAR). The workshop consisted of a series of lectures 

that are tied to the life cycle of a water supply well. This was held at the Scientific 

Society Hall, and it was attended, by hydrogeologists from GCS, SLR, MAWLR, 

CoW, NamWater, and students (Figure 7). 

 

Figure 7: Groundwater and Wells Class group Photo 2023. 

 

 

 



6. World Water Day 2024 
The world water run is an activity that we have added on to our annual calendar. 

With the support of the //Ae-Gams sports club we were able to organise another 

5 and 10 km run/walk at the Elisenheim Estate (Figure 8). The walk/run which was 

held on 23 March 2024 gave us a platform to introduce NHA, as well as leave the 

runners with a word of caution to use water wisely and be cognizant of our national 

water challenges. 

 
Figure 8: NHA members that part took in the Hydrogeological World Water Run/Walk (group photo). 2023  



7. FORECAST 
• Hydrogeology and hydrology lecture series 2024-2025 

• Khomas Regional Science Fair- August 2024 

• IAH Congress- Davos, Switzerland.- September 2024 

• Women in Geoscience- International Women’s Day- March 2025. 

• Water Resources Management Act Workshop.- 2024 

• Reach out to Hydrologists 

These activities ensure we grow in our technical expertise, forge networks and develop 

mutually beneficial collaborations. Conversations with the relevant people spark ideas which 

we believe will lead to solutions to our local water challenges.  

 

Thank you,  

 

Yours truly 

President of the NHA 

Ester Gustavo  


