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President’s Annual Report- 2023 

This report captures activities that the Namibian Hydrogeological Association, (NHA) 

undertook during this period 2023. 

The council met several times during this period, (inclusive virtual and face to face 

meeting), the meetings were well attended, and a quorum was always reached.  

The activities undertaken are as follows:  

1. The NHA AGM 

• The AGM was held on the 11 March 2023.  

• The meeting was held on both virtually and face to face, at the Kubata 

Conference Hall. 

• At the AGM, the new council was elected via nominations by fellow members. In 

line with the NHA succession plan and capacity building, the NHA has re-

introduced the shadow council, aiming at a smoother and succession planning. 

• The council for 2023 comprises: 

 Ester Gustavo (President)  

  Dr. Josefina Hamutoko (Vice President) 

 Josephine Amushila (Secretary) 

 Bertram Swartz (Treasurer) 

 Mike Ndongo (ordinary member) 

• The shadow council for 2023 comprises: 

 Gettie Shiinda (Shadow president) 

 Anna David (Shadow Vice president) 

 Reginald Joseph (Shadow Secretary) 

 Abednego Shinana (Shadow treasurer) 

 Pierre Botha (Shadow Ordinary member) 

  



For the period 2023, The NHA has 30 Paid up members, with a few pending 

members still to make good on their word which will bring us to 34 members (Figure 

1). 

 

Figure 1: NHA Membership over the years. 
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2. World Water Day 2023 

For the 2023 World Water Day celebrated on the 22 March 2023, NHA teamed up 

with the Ae-Gams Sports Club, and joined Mina Guli in a world water Run. The event 

was hosted Elisenheim Lifestyle centre, Several NHA and members of the public 

joined the walk, (Figure 2).  

 

  
Figure 2: NHA members that part took in the Hydrogeological World Water Run/Walk (group photo). 

  



3. Career Fair  

The, Every Nation Church Dorado, as part of building socially responsible churches 

held a career fair. The NHA was happy to showcase and introduce the world of 

Hydrogeology to high school learners from across Schools in Windhoek, (Figure 3). 

 

 

Figure 3: NHA’s Hydrogeology Stand at the Career Fair, ENC 

  



4. Khomas Regional Science Fair 

The Khomas Regional Office- Directorate of Education hosted a Regional Science 

Fair Competition on the 31 July to the 3 August 2023. The Directorate reached 

out to the NHA to avail subject experts as adjudicators at the Science Fair. The 

NHA in collaboration with SLR Environmental Consulting (Namibia) were happy to 

oblige and send judges to assist at the Science Fair (Figure 4).   

 

Figure 4: Hydrogeologist and Environmental Management Expert judges at the Khomas Regional Science Fair, 2023. 

  



5. IAH Congress 2023 

Members of NHA took part in the International Association for Hydrogeologist 

Congress, in Mid-September 2023. This was an opportunity to meet with global 

hydrogeological experts, and as per our objective to further the study of 

Hydrogeology and Hydrology, NHA has fully funded a student and professional to 

present their work at the Congress (Figure 5). 

 

 

Figure 5: NHA Sponsored IAH Participants (Top: Dr. Shoopala, bottom Severeni Ashili) 



 

Figure 6: IAH Networks 

  



6. Colloquium of African Geology 

The 29th Major bi-annual Geology Conference took place in Namibia. Twenty-eight (28) of 

these conferences have happened previously, 18 of which happened in Europe and 10 in Africa. 

NHA has supported CAG 29 by being part of the Local Organizing Committee (LOC), assisted 

with chairing plenary and break away sessions. In addition, a short half-day workshop for 

Women in Geoscience will be hosted by NHA, and the women will be addressing the notion: 

Why Women can’t have it all. 

 

Figure 7: 29th  Colloquium of African Geology 

  



7. Women in Geoscience Workshop 

Ada Lovelace day is a day to celebrate the accomplishments, and contributions of 

women in the Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics (STEM). In 

September 2023, the NHA joined the international community in celebrating this day 

by hosting a workshop for the women in Geoscience in Namibia. The event had 30 

ladies in attendance (Figure 8 and Figure 9). The theme for 2023 was why women can’t 

have it all. The speakers  Comprised Dr. Ozlem Lopez from UNESCO Paris, Ms 

Kombada Mhopjeni UNESCO-Namibia, and Ms Nansunga Kambinda, SLR Consulting 

Africa. The event was sponsored by Namibia Breweries Ltd, MUMI Investment 

Managers and CAG 29.  
 

 

Figure 8: Group Photo of the Women in Geoscience Dinner, 2022. 



 

Figure 9: Students from NUST, UNAM, DHPS 

  



8. Journey to publishing in a scientific journal  

On the 2 November 2023, Dr. Diganta Sarma and Dr. Josefina Hamutoko 

presented a seminar pertaining to publishing in scientific journals. The seminar 

was well attended, about 20 participants in total. Fruitful talks, and for the 

most part at least made us wiser, removed the fear of publishing, highlighted 

pitfalls, and helped us take ownership of the work we conduct in Namibia, 

before someone else publishes it (Figure 10). 

Opportunity to practise what we learned Special edition of IAH Hydrogeology 

journal- Socio Hydrogeology- Citizen Scientists. 

 

 

Figure 10: Journey to publishing in a scientific journal. 



9. SADC GMI National Focal Groups 

The SADC GMI held a training workshop between the 11-14 October 2023, the 

training looked at various modules and the eventual establishment of the 

Resource Mobilisation strategy for Namibia’s focal group. As this has not been a 

familiar venture to many, SADC GMI received funds from the World Bank, each 

SADC member state had to provide Groundwater project.  

Namibia submitted and got funding for the project Enhancing Sustainable 

Groundwater Use in Arid Southern Namibia’s //Kharas Region (ESGASNKR).  

NHA is involved in the way that the focal group is made up of various institutions 

which provides a pool of groundwater stakeholders and experts. Currently the 

NHA serves as the secretariat.  One of the Calendar items for this year, is to 

re-introduce this to NHA members, to maximise access to SADC -GMI benefits.   

(12) Feed | LinkedIn 

  

https://www.linkedin.com/feed/hashtag/?keywords=esgasnkr


10. Managed Aquifer Recharge Seminar 

A one Day seminar was held by GCS and Johnson Screens where NHA assisted in 

organising the event. The event took place on 16 November 2023, at the NSS 

Hall. The seminar tackled the subject of Managed aquifer recharge and the 

associated technologies. It was a face-to-face workshop with practical tips on 

how to properly develop an aquifer, how to take care of the screens mechanics to 

clean them,  how to conduct maintenance of MAR pumps and boreholes.  

We had Representatives from DWA, GCS, NAMWATER, SLR, CHR, JSs. (Figure 11) 

     

 

Figure 11: MAR Johnson Screens workshop. 



11. Conclusion 

These activities have sparked interest in many people, and this has culminated in the 

growth of the number of paid-up members of the association. This is something to be 

grateful for, as it is a reflection that we are succeeding at promoting the study and 

science of hydrogeology and Hydrology (Table 1). 

We can tick off quite a number of items from our to do list. 

Table 1: Tasks Completed in 2023 

Activity Completed 
• High school outreach 

programme and also 
universities 
 

• Active engagement 
with students and 
graduates   

 

• Cag 29 –  

• Khomas Regional 
Science Fair 
Participated in a 
Career Fair 

• Support for publishing Yes, Journey to Publishing in 
Scientific journal 

• Awareness campaigns 
and outdoor 
excursions 
 

Yes – Fun Walk Elisenheim 

• Conferences and 
workshops 

Cag 29 

 IAH 

 Women IN Geoscience  

• Training  SADC GMI NFG 

 MAR- Johnson screens 

• Website  Revamp Initiated 

 

  



12. Challenges 

NHA is ideally an association for Hydrogeologists and hydrologists, as agreed 4 

years ago, but the interest from hydrologists is very low/minimal.  

Please follow us on LinkedIn. 

 

Yours truly 

 

Ester Gustavo President of the NHA 

 

 


