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In this issue: EVENTS OF 2020/2021

« Events of 2020 - 2021

« End of year function  pDear NHA Members,
2020

NHA Hydrogeological The NHA would love to share with you
fun walk the events undertaken since the last
AGM of the association in October 2020,
these are captured in this edition of the
« Invitation to 25™AGM  \iA's newsletter. Have a good read.

« Women In STEM

The Association has been under the leadership of the following members
since their election at the AGM in October 2020. The council met eight
times during this period, (inclusive virtual and face to face meeting), where
a series of events were planned and executed.

The COVID19 pandemic has had negative impacts on all works of life, and
the NHA as an association and its operations has been impacted as well,
and we remained fully committed to the health and safety of the members .

Council Members 2021

Ms Ester Gustavo Mr. Diganta Sarma
President Vice President

Mr. Bertram Swartz Ms Anna David
Treasurer Secretary
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The 24™ NHA Annual General Meeting

The AGM was held on the 10™ of October 2020.

The meeting was held virtually on Microsoft Teams
and was attended by sixteen (16) members.

The major points on the agenda were:

O
O
O
O
O

O

Financial Report for 2019/2020
CAWA Conference feedback
Election of New Council
Groundwater National Focal Group
IAH Chapter MOU and fees
Geosciences Council registration

At the AGM, the new council was elected through

End of year Function for the year 2020

7
-

NHA Members enjoying a night out at the Stellenbosch
Wine tasting room at the 2020 end of year function

To show our appreciation for the loyalty and continued
commitment, the Association invited its members to a dinner
at the Stellenbosch Wine Tasting room. The members
enjoyed a night of connection, getting to know each other and
sharing stories of how they ended up in the fields of
hydrology/hydrogeology, over some fine wining and dining.
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Educational FUN Walk 2021

The NHA organized an 8 km Hydrogeological education/fun walk
open to the general public. The walk was held in Windhoek on the
29" of May 2021. The aim of the walk was to show interesting
hydrogeological sites around the eastern side of Windhoek. The
walk covered five (5) major spots, led by the council members of
the NHA, and who were additionally accompanied by an official
from the Municipality of Windhoek who is also a member of the
NHA. The City’s Traffic Control Department was also gracious to
provide a traffic escort for the participants to ensure a safe and
relaxed walk. There were thirty — two (32) participants who
attended, two of which were high school students, and two (2)
pensioners. The route for the walk commenced at the Pahl Quelle,
then proceeded to Maerua mall boreholes, then to the exposure of
the Pahl Fault behind the CRAN building, from where the
participants proceeded to the boreholes on Jan Jonker Weg close
to the South African Embassy. The last stop was at a domestic
borehole on Sam Nujoma Avenue and finally returning to the
starting point. The boreholes were of interest because they
regularly supply the City with water and are a crucial supply source
in times of drought and water stress.
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The first site was at the
Pahl Quelle, a borehole
drilled into the Pahl Fault
affecting the Auas
Quartzite- a major aquifer
that supplies Windhoek’s
potable water. The
borehole was of interest
because besides being
drilled in 1928 to a depth
of 165 m into a fault, it
was previously artesian
and flooded the
surrounding buildings on
several occasions. It also
produces hot water
measured at about 79°C

Hadino demonstrating groundwater
ments to the participants
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Participants at the second stop engaging in the
fun and educational activities, such as guestimat-
ing the groundwater temperature.

The second site was a group of boreholes
(At Maerua Mall) drilled targeting the major
Pahl and Merensky Faults at different
depths. The emphasis was that The City
has a backup water supply source in a form
of boreholes. It was thrilling to present the
exciting hydrogeological settings these
boreholes are drilled in.
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The group proceeded to
the third site which was
the actual exposed
section of the Pahl Fault,
where a further
explanation on how the
geological feature plays a
role in groundwater
recharge and in the
positioning of the
boreholes .

The fourth stop was at a
group of older boreholes
in Klein Windhoek located
in the proximity of the
South African Embassy,
on Jan Jonker Weg. The
group split up to view two
of the older boreholes that
had lower temperatures 5

than the previous sites. Brief explanation on the role of the Pahl Fault and bore-
hole positions

The last stop was to a
domestic supply borehole,
on Sam Nuuyoma Drive,
which has an interesting
history as narrated by the
owner, who additionally
gave historical accounts of
the performance of the
borehole over the years as
influenced by droughts and
good rains.

From this point, the
participants embraced the
last 3 km stretch back to the
starting point at Pahl Quelle,
where they enjoyed some
refreshments.

The feedback received was positive.
4 & " Many have said it was a success; others
s : : . st remarked on meeting their daily walk-
The group listening intently ing goals and getting their steps in;
history. others enjoyed the walk, and some
were glad to have gained so much in-
formation on the water supply to Wind-
hoek. To most, the highlight was the
hot water emanating from the ground.
Yet others were sad that they missed
the walk due to the restricted num-
bers. All in all, a great initiative by the
NHA and the wali may be hosted again

due to popular demand.
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In joining the international community in celebrating Ada Lovelace Day, which is
a day to celebrate women's achievements in the fields of Science, Technology,
Engineering and Mathematics (STEM), celebrated on the 12" of October
annually, the NHA hosted a night of acknowledgment for women in STEM,
focusing on women in Geosciences this year. Thirty-three (33) ladies graced us
with their presence at the Scientific Society Hall.

The event commenced with ladies networking as they awaited to be addressed
by the Keynote Speaker, Ms Zenzi Awases who is a geologist, a coffee shop
owner, a mom and the president of the Women in Mining Association (WIMAN).
She is also ranked 3™ on the ‘Top 100 Most Influential Women in Mining
Globally’. Another highlight of the program was the interviews of a brave, self-
employed hydrogeologist, - Ms Annelise Wierenga, and a daring geostatistician
at Debmarine - Ms Ndawedapo Shaanika. They shared their backgrounds,
struggles, achievements, career highlights and left the audience gob smacked
and inspired by their experiences and perspectives. Discussions reflecting
challenges for women in geosciences and how to plan for a career in geoscience
sparked and further deliberations were enthused.

A final word of encouragement was delivered by the president of the NHA who
shared a personal journey emphasizing that ‘Failure is not final after all”.

From the outstanding response made by the participants, it is concluded that this
was the first of many crucial events - a potentially regular event that will highlight,
encourage, and bring change in the world of STEM.

Ndawedapo: Be deliberate and intentional
about your professional growth; be the driver
of your career, be deliberate about your family
plans; find a mentor or coach who you look up
to who could assist you with your professional
growth, sometimes, it is someone who you can
bounce ideas off and not necessarily make de-
cisions for you.




Namibian Hydrogeological Association
Postal Address: P.O. Box 9028, Windhoek
E-mail: nha.namibia@gmail.com

“p.,
People wh, think
e

har I/'u':'. IS
o0 the thi

m i
fimes mrore Jit,

there .




Namibian Hydrogeological Association
Postal Address: P.O. Box 9028, Windhoek
E-mail: nha.namibia@gmail.com

The past two years were undoubtedly the most difficult years that some of us
may have lived through, but we did just that. We lived through it.

Although we do not know what the future holds, we can have hope that it will
change for the better because we are resilient, we are creative and we will make
the best out of every situation. Let us remain hopeful.

The 25" NHA Annual General Meeting is due...

The next AGM of the Association is planned for the 11" of February 2022. It will
be confirmed based on the availability of the majority of the members wishing to
attend. It will also be communicated at a later stage whether it will be virtual of
face to face.

A reminder to provide ideas that you see fit for the association to undertake and
continue to enhance the study of hydrology and hydrogeology.

With these final remarks, we hope for a better 2022, better health (physical and
mental), better projects, and greater individual success.

Yours truly
NHA COMMITTEE

Ester, Diganta, Bertram and Anna




